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Proposed Committee 

 

Armandina Maldonado Deller ....................................................... President 

Oliver Charles Dodd ........................................................................ Vice President 

Mariana Reyes ................................................................................ Public Relations Manager 

Liam Pritchard ................................................................................. Secretary  

Metin Senel ..................................................................................... Treasurer 

Stephanie Ashton ............................................................................ Inter-University Coordination and Logistics 

Aleksandra Kaye .............................................................................. Community Outreach 

 

 

Objectives for 2019/2020 

 

 Further increase PILAS publicity and online presence through multiple social media 
platforms, virtual events and informative posts to encourage postgraduate participation and 
SLAS membership. 

 Initiate more involved community collaboration by partaking and organising further 
activities with academic and community entities to strengthen existing relationships and 
build new ones. 

 Continue PILAS Publication initiative of PILAS 2018/2019 committee to encourage wider 
participation at PILAS annual conference and aid in the dissemination of high quality 
research and new knowledge.   

 Propose a change of a PILAS lunch at the SLAS annual conference for a PILAS 
panel/workshop/roundtable to ensure that postgraduates at SLAS are able to network 
during lunchtime with sought after senior researchers but still be able to meet other 
postgraduates. 

 Encourage a diverse range of participation at planned PILAS events including PILAS 
conference 2020 through a highly inclusive theme of Identity that transcends a plethora of 
disciplines.  
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PILAS Conference 2020 

The University of Nottingham will host the PILAS 2020 Conference, “Deconstructing Identity in Latin 
America” to potentially be held Wednesday June 17th - Thursday June 18th 2020 as this would 
ensure that the academic school year has ended and that university accommodation is available. 
University accommodation would be ideal for postgraduate students because it is significantly more 
affordable and  being based in the same location as the conference venue. This would also allow for 
greater participation from those having to travel greater distances. In addition to being more 
affordable and based within walking distance to the conference, university accommodation , would 
increase the opportunity for networking as event participants will be based in the same location. 

Nottingham University is a leading research institute, with a global research initiative demonstrated 
by its campuses abroad (Malaysia 2000 and China 2004) and an emphasis on global collaboration. 
This includes encouraging postgraduates to seize opportunities by having various funding awards 
available for travel to conferences or fieldwork. It is also the home of The Centre of Cuban Research 
Forum, which houses the Hennessey Collection and has an established exchange program with Early 
Career Research Scholars from Cuba. It also alternates hosting the Cuba Research Forum Annual 
Conference with Havana, which the PILAS committee will use as a guide for the PILAS 2020 
Conference.  

Our theme of Identity is a follow on from 2018/2019 PILAS committee’s theme centred on 
‘community’,  as we want to both look closely at the concept of ‘belonging’, which forms the basis of 
a community as well as look at the big picture of Latin America and all the multidisciplinary ways 
identity is expressed, researched, argued, neglected and the plethora of theories it involves, some 
still being developed. Our aim is to be as inclusive as possible to heighten both the number of 
abstracts and quality of papers we receive for the conference. 

We propose identity as an umbrella theme in order to  encompass  the multiple aspects of affinity 
and belonging. In this view, panel topics might include State and National identities, migration and 
social movements , gender and ethnic identities, and many more. This approach will be useful for 
prompting multi disciplinary conversations that engage with the political, economic and cultural 
dimensions of the Latin American region-both past and present.. In this framework, we will welcome 
abstract topics concerning changes in political regimes, social struggles and civil rights movements, 
art and culture movements, and more. In this sense, we will foster interdisciplinary dialogues among 
postgraduates in disciplines such as sociology, philosophy, anthropology, geography, literature, 
visual and audiovisual arts, cultural studies, among others. Lastly, as a creative closing of the 
conference, we will host a performance or artistic presentation that centres around this theme. 

 

Suggested keynote speakers: 

Antoni Kapcia  Professor of Latin American History at The University of Nottingham. He is the leading Cuban 
Scholar, head of the Cuban Research Forum and currently undergoing a Cuban identity project with Dr. Par 
Kumaraswami (Reading). 
 
Nicola Miller  Professor of Latin American History at UCL. She is interested in the intellectual, cultural, political 
and international history of the Americas, in comparative and transnational perspectives; and in nationalism 
and national identity, especially in the Americas. Her current research focuses on the history of knowledge in 
Latin America. 
 
Sarah Radcliffe (University of Cambridge) Professor in Latin American Geography at the University of 
Cambridge and a fellow of Christ's College, Cambridge. She is an editor at the Progress in Human Geography 
journal. 
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Anthropologist Peter Wade (University of Manchester), who has written extensively and comparatively on 
racial identity, mestizaje, and racism in Latin America. 
https://www.research.manchester.ac.uk/portal/peter.wade.html 
 
Dr. Julie Cupples - University of Edinburgh  - https://www.ed.ac.uk/geosciences/people?indv=3504Research: 
Cultural geography; development studies; media and cultural studies; gender and sexuality; disasters and 
environmental risk; cultural politics; indigenous media; media convergence; Central America; Aotearoa New 
Zealand 

Dr. Marcia Vera Espinoza - Queen Mary University  
https://www.qmul.ac.uk/geog/staff/veraespinozam.html 
Research: Geographies of migrant and refugee integration in South America, Refugee Resettlement in Latin 
America, Migration Governance 

 

2019/2020 Initiatives 
 
- The British Library/Senate House Workshop will take place in London at the British Library in November 
2019, an annual PILAS event we will continue. 
 
- Fieldwork in Latin America Workshop will take place in March 2020 at Nottingham 
University with the support of the School of Cultures, Languages and Area Studies and the Cuban Research 
Forum’s  annual postgraduate event to discuss and share fieldwork experiences. 
 
-PILAS Publication, continue PILAS 2018/2019 committee’s initiative 
 
-Organize further community involvement by partaking in The Festival of Culture 2020 event in collaboration 
with UCL’s Public Engagement Team. 
 
-PILAS Panel  or Workshop to replace PILAS Lunch at the annual SLAS conference in April 2020 to encourage 
postgraduate networking with senior researchers but allow for a discussion between postgraduates. 
 

Academic Mentors 

Professor Antoni Kapcia  
Professor of Latin American History 
Head of the Cuban Research Forum 
The University of Nottingham 
Tel: +44 (0)115 95 15801 
e-mail: a.kapcia@nottingham.ac.uk 
 
Professor Nicola Miller 
Professor of Latin American History 
University College London 
Tel: 020 7679 3897 
e-mail: nicola.miller@ucl.ac.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.research.manchester.ac.uk/portal/peter.wade.html
https://www.ed.ac.uk/geosciences/people?indv=3504
https://www.qmul.ac.uk/geog/staff/veraespinozam.html
mailto:nicola.miller@ucl.ac.uk
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Committee Bios 

 

Armandina Maldonado Deller - armandina.deller@nottingham.ac.uk                      
@armandina_99 

BA in Geography from the University of Texas at Austin followed by teaching abroad in East Asia, 
Scandinavia and Europe then MSc in Human Geography Research from the University of 
Loughborough. She is currently a PhD studentship recipient from the Leverhulme Trust undertaking 
a cross-disciplinary research topic of a specific Cuban religious practice, espiritismo de cordón based 
in the province of Granma, its indigenous cultural links and regional identity. Familiar with 
complicated logistical planning, she is aware of possible challenges the PILAS committee may face 
and proposes early planning to ensure the smooth follow through of events, conference and other 
initiatives. 

 
Oliver Dodd- olivercharlesdodd@gmail.com                     
@olivercdodd  

Oliver completed his undergraduate degree at Aberystwyth University, his MA at Nottingham 
University, and is undertaking an ESRC funded PhD on the underlying dynamics of Colombia’s 2016 
Peace Agreement. As part of his research, Oliver has conducted 5 months of ethnographic research 
with Colombia’s National Liberation Army (ELN). Being in Nottingham he will be an asset in the 
conference planning and in supporting the President to complete any necessary tasks. 

 
Mariana Reyes - l.m.reyescarranza@qmul.ac.uk                                                
@mariana_reyess 
Mariana is a PhD candidate in the School of Geography, Queen Mary, University of London. She 
holds a BS degree in Biology from the University of Guadalajara and an MSc in Environment, culture 
and society from the University of Edinburgh. Her research interests include environmental 
education, art and ecology, and the human dimensions of climate change. Her current research 
involves exploring the performances and projections of the Anthropocene in art and science 
museums. She is fully aware of the need for increasing PILAS online presence and is taking the lead 
in ensuring this happens. 
 
Metin Senal - m.senel@liverpool.ac.uk                         
@mtns37 
 
Metin completed an Undergraduate degree at Communication Faculty, Marmara University 
(Istanbul, Turkey) in 2015 followed by a Masters degree in Film Studies Queens University of Belfast 
2017. He is currently working on his PhD. at the University of Liverpool with a research title of 
`Collective Memory, Trauma and Cinematic Presentation: Military Dictatorships in Latin American 
Cinema´. His research is based on the traumatic experiences of nations and the importance of the 
audio-visual contents for the creation of collective memory, focusing on Argentina and Chile. This 
inquiry will involve searching through the socio-political climate, media coverage and funding, 
governmental support, national and transnational visibility of the films that represent trauma in 
Argentinean and Chilean cinema. As treasurer he will seek additional funding  sources to enhance 
PILAS 2019/2020 activities. 
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Liam Pritchard - liam.pritchard30@hotmail.com   

Liam previously undertook his studies at the University of Aberdeen, obtaining his MA in History and 
International Relations, and a Masters in Latin American Studies. Liam’s principal area of interest is 
Cuban foreign policy towards Africa, the subject of both his undergraduate and Master’s 
dissertations. He aims to continue to research in this area in his future doctoral project.  
He will provide support for all other roles throughout the year. 
 
 
Stephanie Ashton - ucrasas@ucl.ac.uk         
 @sashtonsanchez 
 
Completed her undergraduate degree at Georgetown University’s School of Foreign Service and 
holds a master’s degree in international affairs from Columbia University. She is currently pursuing a 
PhD at University College London (UCL). Her doctoral research examines the process of nation 
building in Colombia between 1889 and 1930 through a local lens. Her project promises to: capture 
divergences and similarities between local and dominant iterations of nationalism; expound the 
interplay of the local and the national; probe how global forces shape these interactions; and 
unravel whether the local realm constitutes an underplayed aspect of nationalism. Before 
undertaking her postgraduate research, Stephanie worked as a diplomat for the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of Colombia in Washington, DC.  
She will head the PILAS 2019/2020 initiative of online or virtual events. 
 
 
Aleksandra Kaye - aleksandra.kaye.18@ucl.ac.uk                             
@Aleks_Kaye 
 
Aleksandra is a first-year PhD student at UCL with an MA in Transnational Studies from UCL and a BA 
(Hons) in History and Sociology from the University of Warwick. She is also a qualified teacher of 
English as a Foreign Language. In her transnational research she will trace Polish émigrés to Latin 
America and their involvement in production and circulation of scientific knowledge. Her work will 
question conventional assumptions about how knowledge travels and aims to highlight and 
challenge the centre-periphery model, which views people from ‘peripheral nations’ as dependent 
on the ‘centres’ for progress and knowledge. This will be done through the application of Social 
Network Analysis to historical research. Having attended the British Library Workshop in 2018 she 
will be heading the event in November 2019 as well as PILAS participation at UCL’s Cultural Festival.  

 


